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-PREFACE- 


The State of Alaska is in the unique position of being 
able to enumerate the number of travelers entering and leaving 
the state with a reasonable degree of accuracy. Bounded on 
three sides by water and on the fourth by Canada, it is a 
"destination state". It is not an intermediate point ona 
longer journey except for those persons flying the Polar 
Route between Europe and the Orient. 


Seven international air carriers flew more than 61,000 
international air travelers through Alaska during 1960. These 
travelers are not enumerated in this report. 


Persons interested in using this report for population 
projections, migration studies, and the like are cautioned 
that this is not a complete count of all persons entering or 
leaving the state. Military personnel, when part of a troop 
movement or when arriving and leaving by Department of Defense 
carriers, are not shown. Nor can the waterborne movement of 
persons to and from the state be accurately determined. During 
1960, more than half of the 1,900 large fishing craft fishing 
Alaskan waters were based in other states. These boats normally 
carry from two to seven persons, depending upon the activity 
in which they are engaged. Not infrequently, they transport 
cannery workers and other shoresmen to Alaskan canneries. 


It should also be noted that there are perils in ending 
a survey of this nature on December 31 of the year. During 
the past decade, patterns have emerged which show an excess 
of outbound traffic over inbound traffic during the last quarter 
of each year, and a reverse situation during the first quarter 
of the following year. By and large, this is holiday traffic. 


Then too, Federal workers recruited in the lower 49 states 
are given home-leave benefits at the end of their two year 
contract whereby the government pays their travel expenses from 
Alaska to their place of origin and return. The benefit also 
includes the immediate family of the employee, and with almost 
14,000 Federal employees in the state, the effect upon any two 
year period can be impressive. 


U888¢ 


The movement of persons to and from Alaska by the Military 
Air Transport Service is not available for this survey. Nor can 
the number of persons arriving by itinerant private aircraft be 
accurately determined. Passengers carried by the White Pass and 
Yukon Railway between Witehorse, Yukon Territory, and Skagway, 
Alaska, are not enumerated in this report and total traffic on 
this line may approximate 20,000 travelers per year. 


Because of all of the foregoing factors, this report is 
more of a sampling than an actual enumeration. This being the 
case, migration gains or losses are not indicated within the 
report: 


Alaska passenger traffic data has been compiled annually 
Since 1950 by the Alaska Resource Development Board, an agency 
of the former Territorial government. Under the new governmental 
status, that agency has been abolished. The Alaska Department 
of Commerce will continue the publication of this survey. 
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Airline Traffic 


Alaska Airlines Pacific Northern Airlines 
2320 Sixth Avenue, 1223 Fourth Avenue, 
Seattle 1, Washington Seattle, Washington 

Ellis Airlines Pan American World Airways 
Box 1059, International Airport 
Ketchikan, Alaska Seattle 88, Washington 
Northwest Orient Airlines Office of Carrier Accounts 
1885 University Avenue, and Statistics 

St. Paul, Minnesota Civil Aeronautics Board 


Washington 25, D.C. 


Steamship Traffic 


Arctic Alaska Tours Canadian Pacific Steamship Line 

707 Vance Building, Vancouver, B. C., 

Seattle, Washington Canada 

Canadian National Steamship Military Sea Transport Service 
Company, Ltd. Department of the Navy 

Vancouver, B. C., Canada Washington 25, D. C. 


Highway Traffic 


U. S. Bureau of Customs Dept. of Citizenship & Immigration 
District 31 Vancouver, B. C., 
Juneau, Alaska Canada 
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ALASKA PASSENGER TRAFFIC 1960 


Even though 1960 was an election year and a year in which 
the nation again experienced a slight economic recession and 
continued high unemployment, total 1960 passenger traffic to 
and from Alaska climbed 5.9 per cent over 1959 levels. 

In 1960, 384,401 persons entered and left the state, an 
increase of 21,525 persons over the 362,876 travelers in 1959. 
Inbound traffic totaled 192,020 persons and outbound virtually 
balanced with 192,381 in 1960. In 1959, inbound traffic totaled 
177,911 and outbound was 184,965 persons. This meant that 1960 
inbound traffic increased by 14,109 travelers and outbound by 
7,416 over 1959 passenger traffic. 

July was again the most popular month for travel with 64,757 
persons on the move to and from the state. By quarters, the third 
quarter of 1960, (July, August and September) held to the pattern 
established during the past decade. During this quarter, 83,065 
passengers left Alaska as opposed to 77,238 entering for a total 
of 160,283 travelers --- 41.6 per cent of the year's total traffic. 

From August through December, the outbound flow of travelers 
exceeded the inbound flow, again conforming to travel patterns 


established during the past decade. From January through July, 


inbound traffic was greater than outbound. 


TOTAL PASSENGER TRAFFIC - 1960 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January 10,149 Lise y. 19,401 
February 8,705 7,628 EGO oS 
March 9,703 8,229 17,932 
April 12,104 9,058 21,162 
May 16,439 5555 31,994 
June 29,225 2aGe10 52,495 
July 327076 31,879 64,757 
August a1idee on eo BT LTS 
September 16,462 19,896 36,358 
October 10,740 13,008 23,748 
November 8,708 10,545 19,253 
December 8,985 12,810 Pl Nina? Be be) 
Total 192,020 192,381 384,401 


As in the past, total highway traffic showed an excess of 
arrivals over departures and the reverse remained true for air 
travel. But for the first time since 1954, total steamship 


traffic showed a significant excess of departures over arrivals. 


- DISTRIBUTION OF PASENGER TRAFFIC - 


In 1959, the domestic airlines carried 61.2 per cent of the 
total traffic, but 1960 found the air carriers handling 65.6 per 
cent. During the past decade, the airlines have consistently 
carried more than half of Alaska's total passenger traffic. 

In contrast, the highway share of total traffic dropped 
from 31.5 per cent in 1959 to 29.1 per cent in 1960 in relative 


importance. Steamships accounted for 5.3 per cent of the total. 


As indicated in the illustration below, water transportation has 
steadily declined in relative importance while airlines and 


highway traffic have increased proportionately. 
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AIRLINE TRAFFIC 


Total air traffic on the five domestic airlines serving 
Alaska from outside her borders increased a whopping 12.0 per 
cent “in 1960. over ™1959. 

As in 1959, June remained the peak month for inbound traffic 
with 16,156 persons and August remained the peak for outbound 
travel with 17,508 persons leaving. Although November became 
the low month for inbound travel with 7,139, February remained 
the low month for outbound travel with 6,719 persons. 

On a quarterly basis, the third quarter was the peak period 


for total passenger travel with 87,358 persons traveling by air. 


The trend of departures exceeding arrivals continued in 1960. 
During the calendar year, 3,424 more persons left Alaska by air 
than entered by air. Generally, inbound air passengers exceed the 
outbound from January through June, and then the pattern is reversed 


for the remainder of the year. 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January By.oL8 7,948 16,466 
February 1he 5 BSW | 6,719 13,876 
March Pees 6,808 14,061 
April 9,072 FM OM | 16,799 
May 11,462 11,382 22,844 
June 16,156 13,489 29,645 
July RS-LGL 15,049 30,210 
August 35,369 17,508 32,877 
September iis,033 13,238 24,271 
October 8,354 9,335 17,689 
November Pap lao 8,215 15,354 
December TPES 10,455 18,230 
Total 124,449 127,873 252,42¢ 


TOTAL DOMESTIC AIR TRAFFIC - 1960 


The average monthly air traffic into Alaska was 10,370 as 
opposed to 8,281 in 1959 and 7,068 in 1958. The average monthly 
outbound traffic was 10,656 as opposed to 8,730 in 1959 and 


pou ein O58). 


HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 


Total highway passenger traffic in 1960 declined 2.2 per 
cent from 1959 levels with 111,792 highway travelers in 1960 as 


opposed to 114,324 in 1959. 


As in previous years, persons arriving by highway exceeded 
those departing in 1960; this year by 3,458 travelers. In the 
total highway picture, 53.4 per cent of total highway passenger 
traffic occured during the third quarter with 59,751 people on 


the move to and from the State by highway. 


TOTAL HIGHWAY PASSENGER TRAFFIC - 1960 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January 1,564 Teel G3 2i,0hen 
February 1,548 909 2,457 
March 2,303 1,274 3. (S7F 
April 3,032 Des 3 4,363 
May 3,990 SLO? 7,092 
June 10,792 7,639 18,429 
July 14,937 13,980 28917 
August 10,001 Ei 7 21,118 
September 4,296 5,420 9,716 
October 2,005 3,649 6,032 
November 1,569 2 PW Ba 3,794 
December 12 0 DBAs 37565 
Total 57,625 54,167 111,792 


From January through July, travelers arriving by highway 
exceeded those departing; from August through December the reverse 
was true. Again, this pattern conformed to that established over 
the Bere decade, although as in the past the pattern is more 
indicative of travel to "interior" Alaska than to the southeastern 


section of the State. 


Travel to "interior" Alaska (that part of the State above 
latitude 60 degrees North) climbed 3.6 per cent or 3,167 persons 


1 Xe) 90,150 travelers; 46,973 inbound and 43,177 outbound in 1960. 


Over the year, there were 3,796 more arrivals by this highway 


route than departures. 


HIGHWAY PASSENGER TRAFFIC TO THE INTERIOR 


1960 

Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January 1,198 797 1,995 
February 1,284 645 1,929 
March 2,066 1,037 87103 
April 2,783 1,082 3,865 
May 3,734 2,805 6,539 
June 8,788 5,800 14,588 
July t2,, LO1 10,736 22,837 
August 87-031 8,957 16,988 
September 3,150 4,331 7,481 
October 1,702 2,906 4,608 
November 1,183 1,839 3,022 
December 953 2,242 3,195 
Total 46,973 43nb77 90,150 


Highway traffic into southeastern Alaska over the Haines 
Highway dropped 20.9 per cent from 27,341 passengers in 1959 
to 21,642 in 1960. This was a decrease of 5,699 persons. 

The Haines Highway, always closed during the winter months, 
was officially open to traffic from June 1 to October 31, 1960, 
but was considered passable to normal traffic from May 23 to 
November 4. Traffic figures for the first four months of 1960 and 
for November and December reflect travel to and from a pipeline 
pumping station a short distance into Canada from the Alaska 


border. 


HAINES HIGHWAY PASSENGER TRAFFIC - 1960 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January 366 366 732 
February 264 264 528 
March Pao 4 237 474 
April 249 249 498 
May 256 302 558 
June 2,004 ios 3,841 
July Ps gsvele, 3,244 6,080 
August 1,970 2,160 4,130 
September 1,146 1,089 2,235 
October 681 743 1,424 
November 386 386 772 
December 257 ABs} 31 
Total 10,652 10,990 21,642 


- THE LYNN CANAL FERRY - 


During 1960 the ferry vessel Chilkat, operating between 
Haines, Alaska, and Juneau, Alaska, from May 4 through November 22, 
made 85 round-trip voyages; five more than in 1959. A study made 
by the Department of Public Works, Division of Highways Planning 
Section showed (a) a 19 per cent increase in trip fares in 1960 
over 1959, and (b) that 47 per cent of the 4,526 fare paying 
persons other than vehicle drivers were pedestrians. 

It further disclosed that about 21 per cent of the sampled 
traffic was between points entirely within southeastern Alaska, 
26 per cent was between southeastern Alaska and interior Alaska 
(through Canada) and 39 per cent had as one terminus a place 


outside of the State. 


STEAMSHIP TRAFFIC 

Total steamship traffic declined 12.9 per cent from 23,312 
in 1959 to 20,287 persons in 1960. All of the decline, however, 
was in the portion of civilian traffic carried aboard Department 
of Defense vessels operated by the Military Sea Transport Service. 
These vessels serve only those ports in the Gulf of Alaska and 
along the Aleutian Islands. No civilian passengers were carried 
to or from Alaska aboard these vessels during February, April, 


November and December of 1960. 


TOTAL STEAMSHIP PASSENGER TRAFFIC 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January 67 141 208 
February 
March 147 147 294 
April 
May 987 1,066 2,053 
June 2,277 2,144 4,421 
July 2,780 2,850 5,630 
August 2 552 2,626 5,178 
September Pod 7238 2/371 
October 3 24 27 
November 105 105 
December 
Total 9,946 10,341 20,287 


Military Sea Transport Service civilian traffic was only 
35 per cent of what traffic was carried in 1959; down 3,352 
persons to 1,822 in 1960 as compared to the 5,174 carried in 1959. 
MSTS civilian traffic reached a peak of 11,052 in 1956, but has 


declined since then to become of little relative importance. 


MSTS CIVILIAN STEAMSHIP TRAFFIC - 1960 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January 67 141 208 
February 
March 147 147 294 
April 
May 112 316 428 
June 
July 173 272 445 
August 6 6 12 
September 91 212 303 
October 3 24 27 
November 105 105 
December 
Total 599 1,223 1,822 


MSTS carried 624 more persons from the State than to it. 


The three commercial steamship lines carrying passengers 
to Alaska operated from May through September in 1960. All 
commercial steamship vessels are of Canadian registry out of 
Vancouver, British Columbia, and serve only those ports in 
southeastern Alaska. 

Total commercial steamship traffic during 1960 inched 
upward 1.8 per cent to 18,465 passengers; 9,347 inbound and 
9,118 outbound. In comparison, their total 1959 traffic was 
18,138; 9,485 inbound and 8,653 outbound. 

During the past decade, steamships have declined in the 
share of total Alaska passenger traffic carried from 18 per cent 


in 1950 to 5.3 per cent in 1960. 


COMMERCIAL STEAMSHIP TRAFFIC - 1960 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
May 875 750 G25 
June Pe ae | 2,144 4,421 
July 2,007 Pipes i | oye eho) 
August 2,546 2,620 5,166 
September 1,042 La PaS 2,068 
Total 9,347 9,118 18,465 


LOOKING BACK 
THE PAST TEN YEARS 


From 1950 to 1960, total Alaska passenger traffic has in- 
creased by a resounding 138 per cent. In contrast, Alaska's 
population increased 75.8 per cent over the 1950 census. 

Passenger traffic totaled 161,593 travelers in 1950. In 1960, 
it totaled 384,401, or 222,808 more than in 1950. 

Total highway traffic was up 149 per cent over the 44,903 
highway travelers in 1950 to 111,792 in 1960. 

Total air passenger traffic of 252,322 persons in 1960 was 
up 207 per cent over the 82,289 carried in 1950. 

However, from the 34,401 persons carried in 1950, steamship 


passenger traffic has dropped 41 per cent to 20,287 in 1960. 


MONTHLY TRAFFIC FLOW PATTERNS 
Inbound-outbound flow patterns for airline and highway 


travelers are shown in the following graphs. 
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ALASKA PASSENGER TRAFFIC 


1959 


After the sharp decline in 1958, travel to and from Alaska in 1959 made 
an impressive comeback. Total passenger traffic amounted to 355,258, repre- 
senting an increase of 21.6 per cent over 1958 and 12.9 per cent over the pre- 
vious peak year of 1957. The pattern follows closely that of other states where 
a definite upsurge in travel and business trends was evident for this year. 

As shown in the graph below, total Alaska passenger traffic has increased 
119.8 per cent over the nine-year period. In comparison the population has 


increased approximately 70 per cent during this period. 
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The trend of departures over arrivals reversed for the first time since 


1953, resulting in a gain of 592 persons over the 1958 net migration loss of 


4,314 persons. 
totaled 23,652. 
over departures totaled 37,176. 


lationship of arrivals and departures since 1950. 
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TOTAL PASSENGER TRAFFIC - 1959 


Month 


Janurary 
February 
March 
April 
May 

June 

July 


‘August 


September 
October 

November 
December 


Total 


ea4 


ee: 


From 1954 through 1958 the migration loss for those years 


Prior to that, between 1950 and 1953, the excess of arrivals 


The following graph shows the changing re- 
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Air, highway, and steamship passenger traffic all were substantially 
affected by the increase in passenger travel for 1959. While both steamship 
and highway traffic showed an excess of arrivals over departures, the reverse 
was true for air travel. These three forms of travel are summarized in the 
following pages of this report. 


TOTAL TRAFFIC BY MONTH AND CARRIER 
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July was the most popular month for travel with a total of 66,153 persons 
on the move, and February again had the least travel with only 13,357: persons 
traveling to and from Alaska. Inbound traffic reached a peak in July with 
33,548 arrivals and was low in December with only 25,627. Outbound traffic , 
was also highest in July with a total of 32,610 departures and a low in February 
of 6,198. 

During 1959 the airlines carried 57.4 per cent of the total traffic, migh- 
ways 34.2 per cent, and steamships the remaining 8.4 per cent. As indicated, 
water transportation has steadily declined in relative importance while the 


airlines and highway traffic have increased proportionally. 


PER CENT OF TOTAL TRAFFIC CARRIED = 1950 TO 1959 


AIRLINE TRAFFIC 
Air traffic to and from Alaska in 1959 made a quick comeback from the 
1958 drop. A total of 204,142 persons were carried as compared to 174, 933 


feo end 165,253 in 1957, the record year, 


TOTAL AIR TRAFFIC - 1959 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January 65.531 5,305 1},.836 
February 4,568 4,218 8,786 
March SY928 5, 089 Leone 
Arpril 7,656 5, 9A7 13,583 
May 9,260 oe AT, 18,587 
June F5, 183 10, 769 Vane Nels Mea We 
July 13.183 13% 507 26, 690 
August hen OU 15,921 28,223 
September Pe woe: 11,494 19,226 
Octaber 5,98? 7,960 13,947 
November 5. 100 6, 666 11,766 
December 55) cippene te) 14, 534 

Total 99, 376 104, 766 204, 142 


June again registered the peak month for inbound travel with a total of 
15,183 persons arriving, and August remained the peak for outbound traffic 
with a total of 15,921 persons departing. February again registered as the 
low month for inbound travel with 4,568 passengers and for outbound traffic 
with 4,218 passengers. 

The average monthly air passenger traffic into Alaska during 1959 was 
8,281 persons, a gain of 1,213 passengers over the 1958 average of 7, 068. 
The average monthly passenger traffic out of Alaska was 8,730, a gain of 


1,221 passengers per month over the 1958 average of 7, 509. 


The trend of departures exceeding arrivals continued in 1959. A total 
of 99, 376 persons arrived in Alaska by air while a total of 104, 766 departed, 
thus registering a loss of 5,390. This is slightly more than the loss in 1958 
which amounted to 5,291 persons. 

Total air traffic has made impressive gains of 148.1 per cent over a 
nine-ydar period, This is illustrated in the graph on: Page |). 


The following graph represents the air traffic pattern for the twelve- 


month period in 1959: 
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HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 
Highway passenger traffic during 1959 set a record high with 121,751 
-ravelers as compared to 94, 364 travelers in 1958. This registered an increase 
>f 27, 387 passengers, or 29 per cent, over 1958 and 14.3 per cent over the 1957 
ecord year when 196,529 travelers entered and left the state by highway. 
Perhaps the most spectacular increase during 1959 is shown in the total 
traffic moving over the Haines Highway. This numbered 34, 930 as compared to 


25, 048 in 1958 and 17, 382 in 1957, resulting in an increase of 39.4 per cent and 


100.9 per cent respectively. The special tour initiated in 1958 encompassing 

the points of Haines, Whitehorse, Skagway and Juneau was offered again and no 
doubt a contributing factor to the large increase. Although the Alaska Highway 
traffic increased 25.3 per cent over the 1958 total of 69, 316 to 86, 821 passengers 


in 1959, total traffic was still 2. 61 per cent lower than the 1957 record. 


TOTAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC - 1959 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January ec03 1133 2,886 
February 23395 1,879 4,274 
March 3, 104 1, 884 4,988 
April 4, 224 2,462 6, 686 
May 5, 254 5, 269 10, 523 
June 10, 521 6,591 Vie 
July 16, 183 15,057 31, 240 
August 9,685 11,447 21,132 
September 5, 556 sree ae LOR se 
October 2,685 3, 582 6, 2607 
November P35 1,965 3, 326 
December 856 1,684 2,540 
Total 63,527 58,224 121. ol 


A total of 20,250 automobiles entered Alaska over both highways and a 
total of 18,503 departed, netting a gain of 1,747 autos for the state. Truck traffic 
entering Alaska totaled 3, 813 units while 3,283 units departed, registering a gain 


of 530 trucks. Bus traffic nearly tripled in 1959 with 162 entries and 156 depar- 


tuUGe'sSe 
ALASKA HIGHWAY TRAFFIC - 1959 

Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January 1230) 841 22202 
February 2,02 1509 3,534 
March 3,104 1, 884 4,988 
April 3,510 1, 748 5G 
May 4,320 4, 316 8, 636 
June 8, 898 ony (ate 14,120 
July 10, 042 9,016 19; 056 
August 6, 644 8, 447 15,091 
September 3,297 2,960 6,257 
October i128 Zo iicnd 3,249 
November 909 TS 2,420 
December 590 1,418 ZOOS 
Totals 45, 828 40,993 86, 821 


HAINES HIGHWAY TRAFFIC - 1959 


Month Inbound Outbound Tota 
January 342 342 684 
February er eD) 370 740 
March (Port Closed) 

April 714 714 1,428 
May 934 953 1,887 
June L623 1, 369 2,992 
July 6,141 6, 041 [Zee 
August 3, 041 3, 000 6, 041 
September Lr 09 22D | 4,520 
October 1557 1,461 eC VWs: 
November 452 454 906 
December 266 266 532 

Totals 17,699 phy e fom el 34, 930 


Arrival and departure traffic patterns for total highway traffic indicated 
the greatest excess of arrivals in June and the greatest excess of departures 
in August. These patterns, however, are more indicative of Alaska Highway 
patterns than Haines Highway travel with almost 95% of the June gain and all of 


the August loss occurring on the Alaska Highway. 


HIGHWAY TRAFFIC PATTERNS 
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EXCESS OF ARRIVALS EXCESS OF DEPARTURES 


Total highway traffic has*increased by 171-2 per cent over. 1950. The 


nine-year increase is shown in the graph on Page 1 of this report, 


STEAMSHIP TRAFFIC 

Despite a sharp decline of 30.9 per cent in civilian traffic on vessels of 
the Military Sea Transport Service, Alaska's total steamship traffic showed a 
healthy 28 per cent-increase. Total. steamship passenger traffic amounted to 
29, 364 in 1959; 22,955 in 1958! and 24,916 in 1957/ 

While the number of civilians carried to and from Alaska by MSTS de- 
clined by 2,309 persons, commercial steamships carried 8,719 more persons 
during 1959 than in 1958, an increase of 56.4 per cent. As in 1958, the three 
commercial lines operated only during the five-month tourist season. Passen- 
gers on commercial steamships were carried only to the ports of southeastern 
Alaska. Civilian employees and sinitary dependents aboard MSTS vessels were 
carried only to ports in the Gulf of Alaska and out to the Aleutian Islands. 

As in the past four years, there were no American passenger vessels 
operating commercially between the lower states and Alaska. All commercial 
passenger vessels ae of Ghee ihn registery and operated from Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 


TOTAL STEAMSHIP TRAFFIC - 1959 


Month Inbound Outbound Total 
January 303 169 472 
February 196 101 297 
March 209 229 434 
April ra (al 173 a44 
May 886 leane as Loe 
June 3,694 3,504 7,198 
July 4,182 4,046 8,228 
August 3,640 3,428 7,068 
September 1, 240 1,271 USED 
October WPA tf 196 
November 219 95 314 
December 61 ! 64 
Total loare 14, 343 29, 365 
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COMMERCIAL STEAMSHIP TRAFFIC - 1959 
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